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Favel througgh the village of Groftaghic in sostherm

Italy and head inland, past endless views of sun-
deenched vineyardi, and you will spol the couslry
hanes of Kristine Sandnei, an architect fromm Oshs,

and har family. Witk its imposing sillowstte, the property
stands oul against the picturesque surrounds of olive trees
anud grape vines, A traditions] apricaliusal beilding, o maseria,
it was originally built for Kristine’s hushand Glanmattia de
(indo's family imaround 1750 bo house animals and shephends,
fis impeneirable stone walls proniding peotection from ihe
elermerta But mow, the doors have Been ung open and the
buillding’s dayvs as a foriress given over 1o relaxed Gamily life.
Eripty simoe 1950, the farmhouse was alenost bnoraln snd
requeired extensive-care and sttembion. “Wee had abveys dresmed
of renovaling ®, and woiald visit during the arved bult couild
never stay vvermight - there were no loors, doorns or windows
left, mnd Erees were growing inside,” says Kristine. "Though
exir three children. Knstine and I currently live in Nagles,
wp wWanlod Uhis b heoaie our oominl fvside felneal, a place o
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et and spend tire ogelher,” adds Gianmattia Reslaring
the original fsgade and floors was a bong, laboriows process
= "W had 1o sean the eatife Fegioa o Bnd reusable breks
ard] slosed, 1 was alse dificall to ocabe skilled stone-selling
artizans, since onby a few are left, explxing Kristine.

While filled with warm Meditermanean light, the house is
decoratid sparinghe The farnitune - which sis, gallery-bike,
aromrd the edges of the cavermsous: rooms - = anassartment
off design classics, including an enviable colbection of chairs
Eroen the likes of Vitra and Knoll. The elegant vases, jags and
LirPd eorating e house are Proms the loeal area, which k=
e aiross the ooun Ery Tor s pottery, Ome nod o mosdermity,
Frwerer, |s the indastras] steeld kitehen, |usctaposed agsinst
the wealth of natural materials, Tucked carefully beneath
e Elone arches, it was Brought in te Eacilitate the famili's
lowe of hosting dinmer parties. °1 like o inbegrate modern
design, buf to me, it is important that the inberior harmssnizes
wilh e archibectane, says Kristine. ‘Tmicarelal to strike the
righit blanice, because Uhe space i &0 Eatilihal"
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I LIKE TO INTEGRATE MODERMN DESIGH, BUT
TS ME, ITIS IMPORTAMT THAT THE INTERIOR
HARMOMISES WITH THE ABCHITECTURE
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